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Journal 1

Mar.3", 2016 %< i)

A Reflection on Our Presentation

After a week’s preparation, we finally finished the presentation about knowledge
and teaching today. I’d like to have a review about the process of our preparation and
derive some implications from this experience.

| remembered the first time | read the whole paper last Saturday morning; | found it
difficult to understand and even felt a little tired. Then, our group divided the material
into four parts, with every person five pages. So it’s easy for each of us to focus on
five pages. | made an outline and wrote the definition according to my own
understandings. Next, we had a discussion about each part on Sunday evening; we
found it hard to understand some paragraphs, especially in the sources of knowledge;
and there is not a clear structure on the whole. I suggested my partners to find out the
logical connections in their parts just as the clear model in my part. Later, we read
each part again and | found the four questions in the abstract which the paper explores.
And when we had a second discussion; we summarized each part and gathered them
to understand the whole paper. This time, we had a relatively better understanding of
paper on the whole, but what puzzled us was the form, namely, the way to present. We
wanted to set a real situation about the expertise Nancy to demonstrate her superb
teaching skills; we also wanted to present like a news conference. But in the end, on
account of the difficulties and limited time, we gave those ideas up. We chose
between using PPT or blackboard. PPT makes it convenient to present key elements
but decreases the interaction between presenters and listeners. Blackboard makes
listeners focus on presenters but it’s time wasting.

On recalling the process mentioned above and the real effect in the class, | gained a
lot from this presentation. Firstly, we should not expect to understand one hundred
percent of the material in the first time you read. You should just scan the topic
sentences in each part to get the hang of the central ideas. Too much attention on
details will just tire you out. Secondly, we should connect each part more intimately
and naturally if more than one person is going to present. Thirdly, we should try to
find the focus of the presentation so that we won’t exceed time limit. But there is one
paradox. On the one hand, the material is too theoretical and long, so it’s not difficult
for each of us to read all to find the focus. On the other hand, if we don’t comprehend

all, none of us can have a global view of the whole paper, so we will just focus on
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each part. Maybe after a lot of reading and practices, we can improve our reading
fluency which includes comprehension and rate (Nunan, Anderson, 2013). Fourthly,
there is a question we should take into account about how to teach some boring things
interestingly and attractively. This time, with difficult materials and limited time,
there’s not enough time and energy for us to have a careful consideration about the
form. So for groups who haven’t done presentation and who want to challenge
themselves, it’s suggested to read more from now on to improve reading fluency, so
that next time you can spend less time comprehending the materials; for future
teachers, it’s wise to lay a solid foundation for your comprehension of text, so much
so that you can deal with “text” easily, saving more energy and time to prepare for the
form which is also an integral part of teaching. And this choice is just like the
transformation part in the process of pedagogical reasoning and action. As teachers,
we should also master pedagogical content knowledge to transform our personal
comprehension to preparing for the comprehension of students (Shulman, 1987).

Can | say that the two paragraphs above are narration and narrative inquiry? |
recalled the process of our preparation for presentation, and then got some
implications and had a reflection about it. | hope we can learn something from every
experience via reflection.

Journal 2
Mar. 10", 2016 % E4;
A Reflection on Learning& Learners, And Tips for Future Me

Partl: Learning& Learners
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Part2: Tips for Future Me (45 R FKHIR)
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